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What is openEHR ?

It’s the data layer not an application although applications can run over it 
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CKM - https://ckm.openehr.org/

4000+ Clinicians and growing involved in 
the International Delphi like process. 
This community has been operating and 
growing for 23 years.



Data as a Capital Asset

A capital asset is a long-term investment.

The data has value for the life of the patient and beyond.

The blood pressure we saw can be trended through life for a patient 
regardless of where it is collected.

Data can even be left to family at end of life.

100 Years



How the standards relate
openEHR + SNOMED: openEHR defines the data 
structure while SNOMED provides the clinical codes 
(the terminology) to put in it.

openEHR + FHIR: openEHR is best for storing the 
complete patient record (the database). FHIR is best 
for exchanging pieces of that record (the API – 80/20 
rule).

openEHR + OMOP: openEHR captures rich data for 
clinical care. OMOP transforms that data into a 
simpler, flat structure for non complex research.



Why does data matter in 
Healthcare

• Data is the new Infrastructure for health 
systems This data Infrastructure allows care to 
be delivered in or near the home where 
appropriate and healthcare planning shows 
this can reduce hospital size as evidenced in 
South Australia.

• Future more economic healthcare delivery 
including self care and patient enablement will 
not occur without unified access to their 
longitudinal patient record.

• AI “is what it eats” – even the best models 
perform poorly on poor data.



• Treatment can occur by 
any NATO health 
provider

• Standardized multi-
lingual medical record 
needed

• Privacy by design 
essential



Data is the strategic infrastructure for the future

• openEHR breaks down the data silos so clinical data is 
interoperable semantically and technically within organisations, 
states and territories, Australia and globally (for instance for the 
International patient summary).

• Unwarranted variation in data or absence of data causes 
unwarranted variation in care and harm – this is a quality issue.

• openEHR removes the clinical data as a friction to new models of 
care, capacity management in the system, safe remote care and 
self care.

• openEHR provides the best data quality for AI assuring the safest 
and most performant use of AI and cognitive technologies.

• openEHR allows a proactive rather than reactive health system – 
with insight to inform policy, research and healthcare planning.

Why does it matter for Australia ?



Value Proposition for openEHR

openEHR is the clinical Data Layer – lets collect our data once in an optimally engineered 
format and use many times.
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